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After having endured the recent passing of a loved one, the artist Miguel Paulo Borja explores the contrasting 
nature of the transience of life and the permanence of death in his show “Life is an afterparty and death is the 
hangover.” According to the artist, the show is his love letter to grief, sadness and death. Death is the great 
equalizer, serving as a reality check and a sobering reminder of life’s transience. In death, the superficial 
divisions that separate individuals fade away, emphasizing our shared vulnerability and common humanity. 

It is the hangover after life’s temporary celebration that prompts reflection on the fleeting nature of our 
existence. In death, there is comfort in finality, offering closure and an acceptance of the inevitable. Ultimately, 
death highlights the importance of living authentically and cherishes the present moment as it reminds us 
of our shared mortality.





Miguel Paulo Borja

Sid, 2023

Oil on Canvas

19h x 15w in

48.26h x 38.10w cm

₱ 18,000.00



Miguel Paulo Borja

Still Life Nosedive, 2023

Oil on Canvas

30h x 24w in

76.20h x 60.96w cm

₱ 32,000.00



Miguel Paulo Borja

End of Sobriety, 2023

Oil on Canvas

32h x 27w in

81.28h x 68.58w cm

₱ 42,000.00



Miguel Paulo Borja

Narcissus' Shame, 2023

Oil on Canvas

40h x 30w in

101.60h x 76.20w cm

₱ 50,000.00



Miguel Paulo Borja

Munchausen by Proxy, 2023

Oil on Canvas

22h x 20w in

55.88h x 50.80w cm

₱ 24,000.00



Miguel Paulo Borja

Avalanche, 2023

Oil on Canvas

20h x 18w in

50.80h x 45.72w cm

₱ 21,000.00



Miguel Paulo Borja

Ghost Simulacra, 2023

Oil on Canvas

25h x 17w in

63.50h x 43.18w cm

₱ 25,000.00


